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A Tragic Quibble 

ROCRASTINATION by the United States 
government threatens the lives of hundreds 
of thousands of women and children in Austria 
this winter. The Allied countries almost a year 
ago arranged to extend reconstruction credits 
to Austria on condition of that country’s credit- 
ors suspending their prior claims for twenty 
years. All of the countries involved except the 
United States have agreed to this deferment. The 
French and British governments have formally 
United Sta » defer its claim of 
24,000,000, incurred solely for relief st pplied 
to Austria in her first starvation period after 

the Armistice. As this sum is 1 | 
less Austrian business is set going by the pro- 
posed credits or some similar scheme, it was re- 
carded as certain that the United States would 
cooperate. The State Department urges that our 
are so small as to be negligible and that 
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( laims 
therefore the responsibility does not lie with the 
United States. Similarly, the New York 7imes 
urges that those who are proposing to lend to 
Austria can rely, without a formal agreement, on 
\merican generosity not to push her claims, Un- 
fortunately business cannot be done on such 
terms. 

Moreover $24,000,000 is not a small sum in 
Austria, where it represents today a value of 
over 60 billion crowns. 

The delay here comes from considering the 
as part of the complicated problem of 
allied war debts, with which in reality it has 
nothing to do. The administration appears to 
be favorable to postponement as it has indeed 
every possible reason—financial, political, hu- 
manitarian—for being, but it can do nothing 
without Congressional action. Its plan has been 
to secure the creation of a Commission headed 
by the Secretary of the Treasury, with power to 
deal with the whole question of the debts owed 
This plan is now indefinitely hung 


matter 


us abroad. 
up by senatorial opposition. 

The Administration ought to deal with the 
yostponement of the debt of $24,000,000 owed 


Britain’s Moral Victory 
us by Austria through separate legislation, thus 
disposing promptly and finally of a matter 
which, small in itself is having increasingly dis- 
astrous results. 

Appeals to our government to thus remove 
the chief obstacle to rehabilitation of Austria 
should be addressed to Secretary Herbert 
Hoover, Department of Commerce, and Secre- 
tary Charles E. Hughes, State Department, as 
well as to your Congressmen and Senators. 


The F. P. A. Must Not Fail 
“FINHE Foreign Policy Association has for the 
past three years been one of the most active 
in the political education of the people 
of the United States in respect to foreign af- 
fairs. Meetings arranged by the Association 
and bulletins issued monthly have given pub- 
licity to the views of experts on many of the 
important questions arising out of the war, and 
the political unsettlement of 
Europe. 

The Conference on Disarmament and _ the 
Pacific gives to the Association an opportunity 
to increase its usefulness. Similarly its support 
must be largely increased if it is to realize its 
possibilities of effective service in arousing and 
directing public opinion in regard to questions 
vital to the nation. To allow the Association to 
fail now would be an inexcusable waste of power 
for good.”—New Republic, September 21, 1921. 
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OU are doing a great work and I believe 
that the Foreign Policy Association is an 
influence for constructive thinking which is mak- 
ing itself felt. You have every reason to feel the 
inspiration that comes from the knowledge of 


progress made.”—Herbert Adams Gibbons. 


A Christmas Card 
HAVE derived so much pleasure, stimulation 
and information from the past meetings of 
the F. P. A. that I’d like to send it a little 
Christmas gift—sorry only that I cannot give 


more.’ —From an F. P. A. Member. EM 9 47 


Checks should be made payable to Roper 
easurer. 3 West 29th pet N 
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THE WASHINGTON CONFERENCE 
China and the Nine-Power Treaty 

HETHER the four-power Pacific treaty between the United States, the British 
and Japan will meet with vigorous opposition here, will depend primarily on whether the 
treaty relative to China commends itself to American public opinion as the most equitable settle- 
ment practicable at this time. The Executive Committee of the F. P. A. telegraphed Secretary of 
State Hughes December 17 as follows: 
“There is a growing feeling in the country that the policy towards China for which our 
Government has stood in the past may be endangered by the conclusions arrived at by the 
Conference concerning China. We assure you and the other American delegates that pub- 
lic opinion here will support your utmost efforts to safeguard the rights of China. But we 
do not believe an agreement on general principles will be enough. The complete abrogation 
of the twenty-one demands and the prompt return to China of Tsing-tao and the railway and 
economic concessions in the Province of Shantung are 


Empire, France 


essential. We confidently believe, 
however, that you and your associates will strive to secure the acceptance of this minimum 


program. We believe that the success of the Conference will be 
degree in which these acts of simple justice are achieved.” 

We urge our members and organizations of which they are a part to write or telegraph to 

Mr. Hughes along similar lines. No one now expects the Conference to settle all the questions 

growing out of the relations between China and the outside world. We ought, however, strongly 


to insist that our government neither directly nor indirectly strengthen the unrelinquished claims of 
outside powers in the territory of China. 


measured largely by the 


Support Britain’s Submarine Policy 
HE British representatives at the Conference are, within a day or two, to make an appeal for drastic 
limitation both on the total tonnage and on the size of individual submarines. The British 
position is essentially that which all opponents of the submarine have been urging: 


(1) That the large cruiser-submarine is an offensive, not a defensive weapon. 
(2) That even the 


smaller submarines are decisive only against commercial shipping, and hence against 
nencombatants 


(3) ‘That in actual practice it will be impossible for submarine commanders to avoid committing many 
of the excesses, charged against German submarine commanders. 


From our delegation in answer to these arguments, no reasoned defence has been made for 
the American policy of insistence on a large submarine tonnage and for its opposition to any limitation 
on the size of cruiser submarines. Surely we not only have a right, but it is our duty to say to Mr. 
Hughes and to Mr. Harding in the most unmistakable terms that we are opposed to their policy which 
strengthens and extends the scope of that weapon of warfare against which all the civilized world so 
recently revolted. Let us tell the Administration that we have not forgotten that, had the submarine 
during the last war been as effective as its supporters now hope it will be in the future, victory would 
have rested with Germany and not with the Allies. Let Washington know how you feel about it. 


Clarify the Four-Power Pacific Treaty 
r IS highly important that before this pact is submitted to the United States Senate, two points 
about it should be cleared up. These are: 

(1) Does the phrase “insular possessions and insular dominions in the region of the Pacific 
Ocean” (Article 1) include the islands of Japan proper? One day last week Mr. Hughes is reported 
to have said to correspondents that it was a mistake to read such an interpre yrag into this clause. A 
few days later he is reported to have reversed himself. President Harding on Tuesday gave the im- 
pression that Mr. Hughes’ first interpretation was correct. A few hours later he issued a statement 
that he had “no objections” to the construction that the “homeland of Japan” is included. Similarly, 
doubt has been expressed as to the inclusion of Australia and New Zealand under the terms of this 
clause. Certainly we have here a possibility of serious misunderstanding between the countries which 
are parties to the pact. Moreover, this ambiguity materially strengthens the hands of those who are 
irreconcilably opposed to the treaty. 

(2) Does the expression “most efficient measures” (Article II), which the powers agree to 
consider “to meet the exigencies of the particular situation” imply a moral obligation to use force? 
Senator Lodge says “No.” Some of his colleagues in the Senate say “Yes.” 

Both these ambiguities should be definitely removed before the Conference adjourns. Let us 
be told now as precisely as is humanly possibl exactly what this treaty involves. 


France and Naval Limitation 
RANCE’S amazing and unexpected demand last week that she be authorized to build ten post- 
Jutland capital ships beginning in 1925 or 1926 shocked the members of the Conference out of 
their usual diplomatic restraint. Secretary Hughes’ detailed and convincing letter to M. Briand, pub- 
lished December 21, reflects only mildly the surprise, disappointment and resentment which France’s 
proposal created. To have accepted it even in part would have made impossible any phase of the 
limitation of capital ships already agreed upon by the three major naval powers. 

French statesmen have grossly misread American public opinion. They have seriously embar- 
rassed the Conference. They have dangerously strengthened the forces which are making for French 
isolation. Probably the most notable concrete effect of their policy on the Conference will be to make 
more difficult any drastic restriction either in the size of submarines or in the scope of their activities. 





